
AQUARIUS – PLANNING A 
NSF FACILITIES REQUET



• NSF's Lower Atmosphere Observing Facilities (LAOF) are 
available on a competitive basis to all qualified scientists from 
universities, NCAR, and other U.S. government agencies. 

• Any such scientists who require these facilities and associated 
services to carry out their research objectives are welcome to 
apply. 

• All facility deployment is driven by

• scientific merit,

• the capabilities of a specific platform to carry out the proposed 
observations, and

• facility scheduling for the requested time.



TO DATE

• AQUARIUS Team has submitted a letter of interest for a C-130 request  



CAPABILITIES OF C-130

• 10-hour flight endurance

• 2,900 nautical mile range at up to 27,000 ft.

• Payload capacity of up to 13,000 lbs.



PLAN MOVING FORWARD

• Based on the response to this workshop, the Steering Committee is considering that 
AQUARIUS may fall within the “Large Project Category” as defined by the request process.

• The Steering Committee has been discussing proposing for additional facilities, if need is 
demonstrated from this workshop

• University of Wyoming King Air

• Integrated Sounding System

• Others?



NEED FEEDBACK FROM GROUP 
WHAT TYPE OF REQUEST NEEDED?

?



NEED FEEDBACK FROM GROUP 
WHAT TYPE OF REQUEST NEEDED?

?
?



SPO and EDO may only list two PIs: 

AQUARIUS 

A. Gannet Hallar, U. of Utah
Chris Cappa, U. of California, Davis






